Name __________________________
Period _____

Date _____________

Water Conservation Project

Biology

How much water do you think you use when you take a shower?  Let’s find out!
Materials:

· Timer, stopwatch, or a clock/watch with a second hand

· Bucket or pitcher

· Calculator

1.  How long do your showers normally last?  __________  minutes

2.  Hold a bucket or pitcher under your showerhead for 1 minute (or however long it takes to fill it up).  Calculate how much water is in the bucket.  Either use the markings inside the bucket/pitcher or scoop the water out using a 1 cup measuring cup.  __________  cups/pints/quarts/gallons (circle one)

These measurements will probably have to be converted (using the following):

1 cup = 8 fluid ounces

1 pint = 2 cups

1 quart = 2 pints

1 gallon = 4 quarts

 __________  gallons
3.  Multiply the number of GALLONS of water you calculated in #2 by the number of minutes your showers normally last (from #1).  This is how much water you use each time you take a shower!  
__________  gallons × __________  minutes  =  __________  gallons/shower
__________ gallons/shower × __________ (# days you shower/week) = __________
__________ gallons/shower × 30 = __________ (gallons/month)

__________ gallons/shower × 365 = __________ (gallons/year)
4.  Does this figure surprise you?  Why or why not? ________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5.  Discuss some ways you can conserve water.
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

*If you take baths, scoop out all of the water when finished taking a bath to calculate amount of water used.

